CHEVALIER   OF   ST.  GEORGE
tenant, and the blunder of the nuns caused no change in the   1709 Queen's affectionate intercourse with them.
Mary Beatrice had reason to be again proud of the warlike qualities of her son ; at the battle of Malplaquet, 11 September, 1709, the Prince, who had risen from an attack of fever to hasten to the field, distinguished himself with a valorous intrepidity which aroused the admiration of both friends and foes. The Duke of Berwick, St. Simon, Dangeau, give the same account of his conduct, while Marshal Boufflers, who had succeeded to the command, after Villars had been dangerously wounded, described him in his despatches to Louis XIV as behaving " during the whole action with the utmost valour." When the cavalry of the allies broke his lines, Boufflers ordered the Prince to advance at the head of 1,200 horse. He performed the duty Boufflers' so well that in one charge he repulsed and broke the German desPatches horse, and nothing but the steadiness ot the English troops and the consummate skill of their commander prevented the rout from becoming general. Though wounded by a sabre cut in the right arm, the Chevalier stood his ground, charging twelve times under six hours' continuous fire.
With fever in his veins, as he flung himself time after time upon the German host, the blue ribbon across his breast as much a safeguard as a target in the sight of the English, visions may have passed through the young man's mind of snatching a crown at the cannon's mouth, of cutting a way to the hearts of his country-men by proving himself worthy to be their king. And when the /ky went against him, and the supreme effort had been made in vain, some mainspring of action may have snapped, some sense of the fatality which weighed upon his race may have begun unconsciously to influence his character. " He was recognised by the English," writes Dangeau, " as he had refused to hide his Order [of the Garter], and Skelton, who had been taken prisoner two days previously, brought back the news that all the English soldiers had drunk his health/'
St. Simon speaks of the loss of the battle, " in spite of the efforts and example of King James/7
4Ur   8yth  year, in   February   1709.    The   Chaillot
